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versations for years about the direction of
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One thing SLC Pride doesnt have to
worry about, O'Brien said, is the overhead
of having to sustain a nonprofit organiza-
tion, the way Utah Pride does with the Utah
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Pride Center

“We're not stuck to having to support a
center with hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars of sponsorship,” she said, “We're literal

ly just there to celebrate. community, to ed-

and to highlight all of the groups that
have abudget of zero to a thousand bodks™

O'Brien said SLC Pride is designed to be
financially accessible, too, Admission for
adults over the age of 18 is while youth
17 and under get in free. Vendors are being
asked to pay between $150 and $250 for 1
booth.

“We want to allow full accessibility be-
cause we understand our communit
O'Brien said. “Those t
tending Pride — finances w

As part of that accessibility Lopez said,

SLC Pride’s VIP area will b open not only
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to those who pay for it, but also to commu-
nity organizers — so they can facilitate dia-
logue MONg groups.

“We're going to bring the people that are
doing the groundwork ... and then connect
them with people [who] fund their ini-
tiatives” Lopex said. “If we can build a com
munity that can transcend those barrie
then the community heals itself”

SLC Pride will be featuring “just for
YOUth,” a free space for young people.
O'Brien said the youth space will feature
a pop-up boutique by Project Rainbow
called Fashion Fluid — to provide clothing
options, as well as makeup artists and QR
codes that connect people to ed nal
resources,

The committee, O'Brien said, has sought
input from LGBTQ student groups at West
High School and Salt e Commumity Col

at they want in a youth space.
» go out and make that hap-
pen,” O'Brien said
SLC Pride’s youth coordinator,
also feature crafts,
tah Valley Behavioral Health has
donated money and will bring therapists to
be available at the event.

Meyer s also in change of the festival's
neurodivengent space, which will provide
chargers, headphones, fidget toys and oth-
ex items, and be “Just a place where they can
decompress”

When the group started surveying youth
about what they wanted, Meyer said, their
requests were simple — like fancy water. 1
don't think anyone’s ever asked them that
before,” she said.
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One area that people attending the Utah
Pride Festival will notice a. change, Call said,
is in the entertainment, which he called “our
biggest scale-back this year.”

“Entertainment last year featured a Tot
of headliners [from] out of state.” Call said
One example was the drag performer Trix-
ie Mattel

Call announced in early fay that Utah
Pride will concentrate on Jocal perforimers —
and Call said he's not going “to pretend” that
the move isn't “a financial decision.” He add-
ed that the center is ready to “celebrate the
talent that makes up Utah Pride and show-

se it

Utah Pride will feature between 25 and
30 act: is bringing back — by popular
demand, Call said — the: karaoke stage.

Utah Pride, Call announced in early May,
will also feature a “Rainbow Alley.” Call de-
scribed it as “a space where all of our Jocal
Pride festival organizations in Utah are in-
vited to come together and share their sto-
ries and promote their events™ — at nocost.
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